
JACK WISHNA HAS EARNED HIMSELF THE 
TITLE "THE DEALMAKER"... "I DON'T 

KNOW HOW ELSE TO COIN IT. I CREATE 
THE DEAL, COME UP WITH THE IDEA, PUT 

IT TOGETHER," HE SAYS. "SO, I DON'T MIND 
THE TERM. IT'S FINE. IT WORKS FOR ME." 

blank sales receiprs. and a bunch of No.2 pencils, young Jack 

and his pal Hymie went door-ro-door in rheir apanment house 

wirh an offer rhar was impossible ro refuse: we'll repair your 

broken radio or TV ser - five dollars if we can do ir, no charge 

if we can'r. Hymie handled rhe manual labor, unscrewing rhe 

board and diagramming rhe rubes, while Jack, already rail for 

his age and appearing older rhan he acrually was, did all rhe 

ralking and sealed rhe deal. They'd run down ro Lafayerre 

Elecrronics and use a rube resrer ro derermine which rubes 

needed replacing, rhen do so for 28 cents apiece. CirVolr 

mighr srill be booming roday if nor for rhe advent of increas­

ingly complex electronics, combined wirh rhe facr rhar Hymie 

wasn'r allowed ro come our and play anymore. 

Though CirVolr was dissolved decades ago, Wishna can describe 

rhe ins-and-ours of his firsr bw;iness in grear derail, including 

whar he wore when he wrore up his firsr deal. His lucid memo­

ry, which serves him well in business, will prove useful for rhe 

book he hopes ro someday wrire. People ofren recommend he 

rake nores, bur he knows he doesn'r have roo "My whole life is 

very vivid, every srep of rhe way," Wishna says. 

Vivid, roo, is his recollecrion of how he firsr became involved 

wirh Donald Trump. He'd admired Trump and followed his 

career since he was a reenager, once even wriring a lener prais­

ing Donald for transforming rhe rundown, boarded-up Horel 

Commodore above Grand Central into rhe gleaming Grand 

Hyan in 1975. In response, Wishna received a !ener from rhe 

Trump Organizarion wirh an aurographed copy of Trump's 

book The Art ofthe Deaf. "See you ar rhe rop - Donald," ir 

said, and Wishna treasured ir. 

Time passed, and Wishna arrained grear success as PresidelH and 

CEO of his consulting firm, Globalforce Internarional. He and 

his wife were contemplaring a move down ro Florida, bur one 

rhing in rhe Big Apple remained ro be done. "I said, 'Damn, I 

worked my rail off all mese years. I was always rhe Brooklyn kid 

looking inro me ciry. Before I move, I owe ir ro myself ro do 

somerhing in Manharran." Ar me rime, Donald Trump was ren­

ovaring a building on Central Park into luxury condominiums, 

and Wishna wanted in. He negoriared a deal on an apanment in 

rhar building, negoriaring ir down funher srill after finding 

Trump a buyer for another unit. Trump liked his sryle. "He said, 

'Jack, if mere's ever anyrhing you're doing rhar you rhink I'd be 

interesred in, you ler me know,' and I said, 'I have a feeling I 

will.' My whole life's been rhis way," says Wishna. 

THE BOCA RATON OBSERVER 

His feeling was righr. Ar rhe helm of CP America, Wishna's 

current consulting firm specializing in mergers, acquisirions, 

execurive search and special corporare projecrs, he conceived 

whar would become rhe mosr successful residential venical 

projecr in all of Las Vegas. Orchestraring a parmership 

berween Trump and Phil Ruffin, rhe billionaire owner of The 

New Frontier Harel and Casino, rhe rhree designed Trump 

Internarional Horel and Tower. This impressive $500 million, 

64-srory edifice is nar only rhe rallesr residential building in 

Las Vegas, bur is rhe single mosr successful projecr in Trump's 

career - and Wishna's - ro dare. The Wishnas have rhe 

oprion of occupying one of rhe penthouses, wirh Trump and 

Ruffin as rheir neighbors. See you ar rhe rop, indeed. 

Possessing an uncanny abiliry ro pur jusr rhe righr people 

rogerher on jusr rhe righr projecrs, Jack Wishna has earned 

himself rhe ride "The Dealmaker." He rolls his eyes good­

naruredly ar rhe rerm. "I don'r know how else ro coin ir. I cre­

are rhe deal, come up wirh rhe idea, pur ir rogerher," he says. 

"So, I don'r mind me rerm. It's fine. It works for me." 

Wishna has rhe wheels ser in morion on a handful of orher 

interesring and exciring deals, some more high-profile rhan 

orhers. He's presendy working on anorher projecr for Donald 

Trump in an unnamed pan of rhe world, anorher involving a 

worldwide rour of Princess Diana's gowns currendy on display 

in Kensingron Palace, and yer anorher wirh Michael Jackson, 

whose career Wishna believes is far from over. Same wirh 

Brimey Spears, wirh whom Wishna is also in ralks. "The one 

rhing rhar I love abour America is we embrace a comeback 

srory," he says. "Anybody rhar falls off rhe horse - if rhey're 

honesr and forrhrighr, we'll give rhem a shor." 

So Jack Wishna loves a comeback. He loves srriking deals. He 

loves Boca Raron where he and Donna have a home, one he 

hopes will be more permanent someday when his business 

dealings in Las Vegas are done. He used ro love cigars, specifi­

cally Romeo and Julier Dominican Republic blend, bur gave 

rhem up years ago in a show of solidariry ro his wife when she 

decided ro quir smoking. He loves a srress-relieving massage ar 

Canyon Ranch ar rhe Venerian in Vegas, which is, in his opin­

ion, probably rhe besr spa in rhe world. And he loves whar he 

does, srill gerring excired each and evelY day abour rhe people 

he's associared wirh and projecrs he's working on. He prides 

himself on going all rhe way. "It's a level of commirmenr. It 

could be, at some rimes, srupidiry. I ger very commined, I ger 

very focused," Wishna says. "I ger very excited about a project 

and I'll see ir rhrough to completion. No maner what the 

obsracle is, I'll come up wirh a crearive way around ir. And 

rhere've been some very crearive ways around some obstacles." 

He considers himself the same person at 48 as he was at 17, is 

careful never to prejudge, or be "so smarr rhat he oursmans 

himself," and he lives by his personal philosophy: "Work hard, 

be emarionally ried ro whar you do, and don't give up no mat­

rer whar." And rhar, according to Jack Wishna, is the deal. 0 


