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Music

Don Kirshner
Rock promoter, music publisher
Died aged 76

Without Donny Kirshner, the music
we know of today would not be the
same. He was a game-
changer.Tony OrlandoDon Kirshner
helped garner hits for the make-
believe 1960s groups the Monkees
and the Archies. He also boosted
the careers of Billy Joel, Neil
Diamond and the Police.

Promoter Jack Wishna, a close
friend and business associate, said Time magazine once dubbed
Kirshner "the man with the golden ear".

"Donny Kirshner would take a kid off the street ... and turn him into
Neil Diamond, Carole King, James Taylor, on and on," Wishna said.

"I haven't spoken to anyone in the music business that Donny hasn't
either discovered, promoted, or touched in some way. I've never seen
anybody like this in my life."

Bronx-born Kirshner started off in the business as a songwriter,
penning My First Love for Bobby Darin. But he had more success
tapping into songwriting talents such as Diamond, King and Neil
Sedaka.

Kirshner's songwriters were tapped in the 1960s to create music for a
group manufactured for TV - the Monkees. They became a huge
sensation in both the TV and the rock world and had hits including I'm
a Believer, which Diamond wrote.

Kirshner was also
behind the music that
made magic for the
Archies, based on the
comic-strip
characters, including
the classic Sugar
Sugar.

The television music
variety show Don
Kirshner's Rock

Don Kirshner. Photo / AP

EXPAND

4:07 PM Saturday Jan 29, 2011 Share 0 Email Print

Entertainment Next Article: Kate Hudson talks pregnancy, engagement rumours

Home National World Business Sport Technology Entertainment Life & Style Travel Opinion Classifieds Shopping

Auckland, 22° 16°
Change

Sunday January 30, 2011 3:55AM NZT

http://shop.nzherald.co.nz/Product-Detail_118.aspx?CategoryId=74&ProductId=949
http://shop.nzherald.co.nz/Product-Detail_118.aspx?CategoryId=196&ProductId=1084
http://shop.nzherald.co.nz/
http://www.nzherald.co.nz/latest-news/
http://www.nzherald.co.nz/sport/news/article.cfm?c_id=4&objectid=10702997
http://www.nzherald.co.nz/sport/news/article.cfm?c_id=4&objectid=10702965
http://www.nzherald.co.nz/sport/news/article.cfm?c_id=4&objectid=10702944
http://www.nzherald.co.nz/sport/news/article.cfm?c_id=4&objectid=10702921
http://www.nzherald.co.nz/nz/news/article.cfm?c_id=1&objectid=10702914
http://www.nzherald.co.nz/nz/news/article.cfm?c_id=1&objectid=10702914
http://www.nzherald.co.nz/world/news/article.cfm?c_id=2&objectid=10702906
http://googleads.g.doubleclick.net/aclk?sa=l&ai=BNIcorCpETf72JJLLsQe_4tyrBpzHs4wC_PCDixvM4OWlSpCSFBABGAEgrKSOAigDOABQrMXWvv7_____AWDJhqeH3KOUEaABvKWq5QOyARJ3d3cubnpoZXJhbGQuY28ubnq6AQozMDB4MjUwX2FzyAEB2gFXaHR0cDovL3d3dy5uemhlcmFsZC5jby5uei9lbnRlcnRhaW5tZW50L25ld3MvYXJ0aWNsZS5jZm0_Y19pZD0xNTAxMTE5Jm9iamVjdGlkPTEwNzAyOTIw-AEBwAIBqAMByAMX6AMD6AP7BugD_QfoA4YI6APOBPUDAAAARPUDIAAAAA&num=1&sig=AGiWqtyjwYl6VKDx-VPL4jSKhKovn_H4nw&client=ca-pub-5276995754775409&adurl=http://www.groupon.com/fort-lauderdale/subscribe%3Futm_source%3DGoogle%26utm_medium%3Dcpc%26utm_campaign%3DExplorer%26d%3DFlorida_-_Fort_Lauderdale%26p%3Dwww.nzherald.co.nz%26a%3DText
http://googleads.g.doubleclick.net/aclk?sa=l&ai=BQSlWrCpETf72JJLLsQe_4tyrBoGcv9QBkc2DtCDAjbcBgIgnEAIYAiCspI4CKAM4AFCfodyHAWDJhqeH3KOUEaABkJ23_wOyARJ3d3cubnpoZXJhbGQuY28ubnq6AQozMDB4MjUwX2FzyAEB2gFXaHR0cDovL3d3dy5uemhlcmFsZC5jby5uei9lbnRlcnRhaW5tZW50L25ld3MvYXJ0aWNsZS5jZm0_Y19pZD0xNTAxMTE5Jm9iamVjdGlkPTEwNzAyOTIwgAIBqAMByAMX6AMD6AP7BugD_QfoA4YI6APOBPUDAAAARPUDIAAAAA&num=2&sig=AGiWqtws2daF9oPHdUBiskuUjNoIN3eWKA&client=ca-pub-5276995754775409&adurl=http://www.taxi.com/songwriting3/index.php%3Fcid%3DONGSPC00000630
http://googleads.g.doubleclick.net/aclk?sa=l&ai=BFM5drCpETf72JJLLsQe_4tyrBsy12ccBlLL3uBWk_KyrVIDiCRADGAMgrKSOAigDOABQrPzqLGDJhqeH3KOUEaABhv-Y8wOyARJ3d3cubnpoZXJhbGQuY28ubnq6AQozMDB4MjUwX2FzyAEB2gFXaHR0cDovL3d3dy5uemhlcmFsZC5jby5uei9lbnRlcnRhaW5tZW50L25ld3MvYXJ0aWNsZS5jZm0_Y19pZD0xNTAxMTE5Jm9iamVjdGlkPTEwNzAyOTIw-AEBwAIByAK8mfUIqAMByAMX6AMD6AP7BugD_QfoA4YI6APOBPUDAAAARPUDIAAAAA&num=3&sig=AGiWqtyxKLm7wm7CJG8AKU_jnzkoz8jDtQ&client=ca-pub-5276995754775409&adurl=http://www.travelzoo.com/signup/Sign_Up.aspx%3Fnopop%3D1%26id%3D839701%26source%3Dgoogdt3615
http://www.google.com/url?ct=abg&q=https://www.google.com/adsense/support/bin/request.py%3Fcontact%3Dabg_afc%26url%3Dhttp://www.nzherald.co.nz/entertainment/news/article.cfm%253Fc_id%253D1501119%2526objectid%253D10702920%26hl%3Den%26client%3Dca-pub-5276995754775409%26adU%3Dwww.Groupon.com/Fort-Lauderdale%26adT%3DFort%2BLauderdale%2BCoupons%26adU%3Dwww.TAXI.com%26adT%3DRecord%2BLabels%2BLooking%2BNow%26adU%3Dwww.Travelzoo.com%26adT%3D%252429%252B%2BFlight%2BSale%26gl%3DUS&usg=AFQjCNEC46djiBX3J1s2CMoA_vwEqAY39w
http://www.nzherald.co.nz/entertainment/news/headlines.cfm?c_id=1501119
http://www.nzherald.co.nz/entertainment/news/article.cfm?c_id=1501119&objectid=10702705
http://www.nzherald.co.nz/entertainment/news/article.cfm?c_id=1501119&objectid=10702703
http://www.nzherald.co.nz/entertainment/news/article.cfm?c_id=1501119&objectid=10702703
http://www.nzherald.co.nz/entertainment/news/article.cfm?c_id=1501119&objectid=10702703
http://www.nzherald.co.nz/entertainment/news/article.cfm?c_id=1501119&objectid=10702702
http://www.nzherald.co.nz/entertainment/news/article.cfm?c_id=1501119&objectid=10702702
http://www.nzherald.co.nz/entertainment/news/article.cfm?c_id=1501119&objectid=10702702
http://www.nzherald.co.nz/entertainment/news/article.cfm?c_id=1501119&objectid=10702701
http://www.nzherald.co.nz/entertainment/news/article.cfm?c_id=1501119&objectid=10702701
http://www.nzherald.co.nz/entertainment/news/article.cfm?c_id=1501119&objectid=10702701
http://www.nzherald.co.nz/entertainment/news/article.cfm?c_id=1501119&objectid=10702695
http://www.nzherald.co.nz/entertainment/news/article.cfm?c_id=1501119&objectid=10702687
http://www.nzherald.co.nz/entertainment/news/video.cfm?c_id=1501119&gal_objectid=10702687&gallery_id=114453
http://www.nzherald.co.nz/entertainment/news/article.cfm?c_id=1501119&objectid=10702828
http://www.nzherald.co.nz/entertainment/news/article.cfm?c_id=1501119&objectid=10702898
http://www.nzherald.co.nz/entertainment/news/article.cfm?c_id=1501119&objectid=10702897
http://www.nzherald.co.nz/entertainment/news/article.cfm?c_id=1501119&objectid=10702896
http://www.nzherald.co.nz/entertainment/news/headlines.cfm?c_id=1501119
http://data.apn.co.nz/apnnz/adclick/FCID=-4/SITE=NZH/AREA=SEC.ENTERTAINMENT.STY/size=RELEVANTOFFER/SA=6/random=8235147836/viewid=73010364123/KEYWORD=music mentor knew art finding talent donny kirshner know today game changer tony orlandodon helped garner hits make believe groups monkees archies boosted careers billy joel neil diamond police promoter jack wishna close friend business associate
http://www.nzherald.co.nz/entertainment/news/article.cfm?c_id=1501119&objectid=10700610
http://www.nzherald.co.nz/entertainment/news/article.cfm?c_id=1501119&objectid=10700610
http://www.nzherald.co.nz/entertainment/news/article.cfm?c_id=1501119&objectid=10700610
http://www.nzherald.co.nz/ugc/?campaign_id=2
http://www.nzherald.co.nz/music/news/headlines.cfm?c_id=264
http://www.facebook.com/sharer.php?u=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.nzherald.co.nz%2Fentertainment%2Fnews%2Farticle.cfm%3Fc_id%3D1501119%26objectid%3D10702920&t=Music%20mentor%20knew%20art%20of%20finding%20talent%20-%20Entertainment%20-%20NZ%20Herald%20News&src=sp
javascript:toggleEmailContainer(true);
http://www.nzherald.co.nz/news/print.cfm?objectid=10702920
http://www.nzherald.co.nz/entertainment/news/headlines.cfm?c_id=1501119
http://www.nzherald.co.nz/entertainment/news/article.cfm?c_id=1501119&objectid=10702619
http://www.nzherald.co.nz/
http://www.nzherald.co.nz/nz/news/headlines.cfm?c_id=1
http://www.nzherald.co.nz/world/news/headlines.cfm?c_id=2
http://www.nzherald.co.nz/business/news/headlines.cfm?c_id=3
http://www.nzherald.co.nz/sport/news/headlines.cfm?c_id=4
http://www.nzherald.co.nz/technology/news/headlines.cfm?c_id=5
http://www.nzherald.co.nz/entertainment/news/headlines.cfm?c_id=1501119
http://www.nzherald.co.nz/entertainment/news/headlines.cfm?c_id=1501119
http://www.nzherald.co.nz/lifestyle/news/headlines.cfm?c_id=6
http://www.nzherald.co.nz/travel/news/headlines.cfm?c_id=7
http://www.nzherald.co.nz/opinion/news/headlines.cfm?c_id=466
http://classifieds.nzherald.co.nz/
http://shopping.nzherald.co.nz/
http://www.nzherald.co.nz/
http://www.nzherald.co.nz/the-changing-world/news/headlines.cfm?c_id=1502962&ref=masthead
http://www.nzherald.co.nz/auckland/weather/index.cfm?c_id=10&mapid=3&placeid=12
http://www.nzherald.co.nz/auckland/weather/index.cfm?c_id=10&mapid=3&placeid=12
http://www.nzherald.co.nz/auckland/weather/index.cfm?c_id=10&mapid=3&placeid=12
http://www.nzherald.co.nz/auckland/weather/index.cfm?c_id=10&mapid=3&placeid=12
http://www.nzherald.co.nz/auckland/weather/index.cfm?c_id=10&mapid=3&placeid=12
http://www.nzherald.co.nz/auckland/weather/index.cfm?c_id=10&mapid=3&placeid=12



Music mentor knew art of finding talent - Entertainment - NZ Herald News

http://www.nzherald.co.nz/entertainment/news/article.cfm?c_id=1501119&objectid=10702920[1/29/2011 6:59:42 AM]

NZD $169.95 NZD $219.00

Weather

Auckland Detailed forecast
Weather blog

Today
Partly Cloudy

22° 16°

Sun 30
Fine

23° 16°

Mon 31
Partly Cloudy

24° 18°

Music headlines
Album Review: Various NYC Salsa: The Incendiary
Sound of Latin New York

Album Review: Crystal Bowersox Farmer's
Daughter

Album Review: Amanda Palmer Amanda Palmer
Goes Down Under

Sufjan Stevens bringing his big-idea pop to town

Children's Hour: Not for the kids  VIDEO

Review :  Joe Cocker, George Thorogood and the
Destroyers

VIDEO  Singer Jimmy Buffett takes a tumble  (0:20)

VIDEO  Chris Brown says focus is back on the
music  (2:25)

Jimmy Buffett cancels NZ show  VIDEO

The world gets bigger, as Womad line-up grows
PHOTOS  AUDIO

More Music headlines

We’ve got all  the best deals waiting for
you at Air New Zealand’s Blackboard
Deals.

2 months patches = $3
2 months smokes = ?
It's never been cheaper to quit

What are your 2011 goals? Start by
writing them down at Sorted.org.nz

Enrol for Open Polytechnic's Trimester 1
courses today and study for a better
tomorrow

Guarantee your tickets to the Finals with
Hospitality NZ 2011

Rarotonga 5nights from $999pp
Fiji  family deals kids fm $199
Samoa 4nts incl breaky $899pp

Special Offers

Herald Homes – get your weekly
showcase of stunning properties

Protect your critical Data with our
insured online Backup system

Entertainment Entertainment Entertainment Entertainment

More on nzherald.co.nz

Entertainment Next Article: Kate Hudson talks pregnancy, engagement rumours

Share 0 IM This Share Email Print

Concert, which
premiered in 1972 and
ran for a decade, gave
national exposure to musicians including Joel and the Police.

Kirshner also helped to launch the careers of Prince, the Eagles, Lionel
Richie and Ozzy Osborne. The show also boosted careers of comics
including Billy Crystal, Arsenio Hall and David Letterman.

Pop singer Tony Orlando, whom Kirshner hired for US$50 a week to
record demos, said his mentor was like the Thomas Edison of music.

"Every dream I ever had as a kid, he was my genie. He was responsible
for so many careers.

"This was not just a song guy, this was a man who created the
cornerstones of American pop music as we know it today," Orlando
said.

"Without Donny Kirshner, the music we know of today would not be the
same. He was a game-changer."

Wishna said Kirshner was a mentor who knew the art of discovering
talent and cared about the artists he worked with.

"He was a father to these people."

Kirshner, who was honoured by the Songwriter's Hall of Fame in 2007,
was a pioneer who developed a system for singer-songwriters to share
in the profits of selling music.

Howard Kramer, curatorial director at the Rock and Roll Hall of Fame,
said Kirshner would be most remembered for "nurturing and
developing an early, unprecedented amount of artists, mostly
songwriters, and also a television pioneer for bringing live rock'n' roll
to television". AP
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