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Trump to market condos on

'Apprentice’
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by Chuck Burton, AP

Donald Trump greets buyers during the introduction of
his new furniture line by Thomasville Furniture in
Thomasville, N.C., Tuesday, March 27, 2007. "Trump
Home furniture offers consumers a tangible way to
experience the luxurious Trump lifestyle for
themselves ... even if they can't afford millions for one
of my properties,” Trump said. “Now the public can
not only wear my clothes, they can sit on my couch.”
(AP Photo/Chuck Burton)

E-mail | Save | Print | m

LAS VEGAS (AP) — Donald Trump is using his assistant-
grooming reality show to sell units in his second Las Vegas
condominium tower.

For a one-hour episode of "The Apprentice" scheduled to air
Sunday, contestants were tasked with devising a marketing plan
for Trump Tower Il, which like its predecessor will be 64 stories
of gold glass just off the Las Vegas Strip, developers said.

The challenge is formidable. Las Vegas' once-hot condo market
has cooled in the past year, leaving dozens of projects stalled in
blueprint stages and many condo buyers wanting out.

Trump's Las Vegas projects are partnerships with casino owner
Philip Ruffin, owner of the New Frontier hotel-casino next door.

Both towers include about 1,300 luxury condominium units, with
a hotel rental option, at prices ranging from $700,000 to $7
million.

Tower | is expected to cost $600 million and be completed in
early 2008. Tower I, targeted for completion two years later, is
estimated to cost $700 million. Gross sales on the towers are
projected to reach $2.5 billion, making it Trump's largest project

to date, said Jack Wishna, a dealmaker involved in the project.

Regardless of the plans contestants devise, "The Apprentice" episode is itself a shrewd piece of marketing,

Wishna said.

"It probably would cost us $60 million if we were to advertise for a full hour on prime-time TV," he said.

Copyright 2007 The Associated Press. All rights reserved. This material may not be published, broadcast,

rewritten or redistributed.
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